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“Emmanuel” God WITH Us...

| woke up this morning with
frost blanketing the blades of
grass as they seem to stretch
towards the morning sun. |
took in a deep breath and
exhaled to see my very breath
swirl in the crisp air and
gentle sunlight. The world
seems so quiet in those first
morning rays. | don't know
about you, but there is always
something magical about
seeing the earth wake up.

Oftentimes | am alone as |
take in these first intentional
moments. But today, as | took
a deep breath in and listened
to hear a bird, a faraway car,
there was only silence, and |
felt so alone.

| thought about a few dear
friends who are alone. |
thought of those who, in this
Christmas season, are alone
with no family or a loss of a
loved one. | thought about
those who simply long to be
with others and yet for
whatever reason are “outcast
or marginalized”. | asked God
why so many have to suffer
alone?

And then quietly and softly as
if it was but a whisper in the
air, | received the name
Emmanuel. It's at that very
moment, | am reminded that
God, Emmanuel is “God WITH
us.” God IS with us in our
busyness of the holiday
season and with us in the very
quiet alone moments.

God is with us, at home, work,
the store, the neighborhood
and church. God is with us as
we battle sickness, loneliness,
cancer, surgeries and even
death.

Sometimes the world gets
awfully lonely and dark, but
we are reminded to be the
light as it says in Matthew 5:14.

| encourage you this season to
find ways to be the light and
seek to find Emmanuel
because HE is with us.
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World Church Updates

As world church is wrapping up this 2024
season, there is so many ways we can stay in
touch and involved through the holiday season.

Here are a few items of note:

Tuesday, December 3rd is giving Tuesday. It is a
great opportunity to give ad share your
resources to bring hope to those in need. This
year $200,000. was given to match
contributions. That offers double the giving and
support needed. You can give online at:
www.cofchrist.org/give

Mission Center News

As many congregations are busy
preparing for the Christmas season,
there are a few reminders and dates to
mark your calendars for.

*The world conference survey is due by
12-15-2024. This survey is vital to the
World Church as they prepare and
prioritize legislation for world
conference. Mrs. Chris Binkley Gillum
sent a reminder email on 11-30-2024. If
you have not taken the time to
respond to the survey, please do.

*Wednesday, December 4th,
Startrekcofc will be giving a special
presentation on CIMM sessions at
8:00PM. Bill will send a link out for
anyone interested in listening and
being a support to our group within
the mission center.

Advent 2024 Theme is “Hope is Near.”
with focus text on Luke 1:46-55.

Weekly themes:

12/1/2024-Joy before us

12/8/2024- Love Overflows
12/15/2024- The Lord is Near (Hope)

12/22/2024 -The Magnificat: A Vision of Justice

You can also download advent resources for

families and households.

*Men's Retreat

Theme: “Where is Your Spirit Leading
Me?”

**Guest Ministry: Seventy, Charlie
Carter (Former Pastor of Greenville, SC
congregation and spouse of retired
Apostle Barbara Carter.)

*Dates: 3/21/2025-3/22/2025 tentatively
at Greenville Congregation.
**Seventy, Charlie Carter will be
speaking on Sunday 3/23/2025 at
Greenville as well.

More info to come!

*Women's Retreat

Theme: “Becoming Women of
Blessing.”

Dates: 3/28/2025-3/30/2025

Where: Lake Junaluska (Lambuth Inn)
Cost: $200 per person

(That covers lodging, food, supplies,
the book “The Blessing”)

Plan on a flyer coming soon and guest
ministry will be updated once we get

women in your congregation.

confirmation. Please share with all the



















